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ihey rel«e to subject matter no: required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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Claims 1-8 directed to a xveapon haviog a plurality of barrel assemblies in a transportable PO^^^ 
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AS all searchable claims < 
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I — I The additional search fees u^rc accompanied by Ihc applicani's protest. 
Remark on Protest | j 

j I Ko protest aceompamed the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No: (f 

The intemationo] application docs noi comply with the requirements of unity of invenuon because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive coneept. In coming lo this 
conclusion the Intematsonal Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

J. Claims i-8 directed to a weapon having a plurality of barrel assemblies in a transportable pod whereby the barrels 
can be transported to and directed at a selected target. It is considered that the feature of a plurality of barrel 
assemblies in a transponable. dircctable pod comprises a first ""special technical feature". 

2. Claims 9-1 1 directed to a weapon having a plurality of barrel assemblies in a transponable pod wherein the barrel 
assemblies can be selectively aligned with respect to each other so as lo selectively vary the relative delivered positions 
of projectiles fired from different barrels at the target. It is considered that the feature of the barrels being selectively 
ali£ned with respect to each other comprises a second "special technical feature''. 

These groups arc not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, thej' do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups of 
claims is a weapon having a plurality of barrel assemblies in a transportable, dircctable pod. However this concept is 
not novel in the light of patent document AU 62790/94 by O'DWYER (see figure 2 for example). 

Consequently the common concept or feature does not constitute "a special technical feature" within the meaning of 
PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since it makes no cpmribuxion over the prior art. Since there exists no other common 
feature that can be considered as a special technical feature within ihe meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, no 
technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 between the different inventions can be seen. Therefore, a 
posteriori, the claims do not satisiy the requirement of unity of invention. 
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and is wnsmificd to the applicant according to Article 36. . • 
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Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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Intemaiional appJication No. 
PCT/AUOO/00297 



I- 

T" 



Basis of the report 



3. 



5. 



With regard to the elements of the international appHcarion:* 
[5^ the international application as originally filed. 

Q thcdcscripiion. pages . as originally filed, 
pages 
pages 
pages 



I I the claims. 



|~| the drawinjgs. 



pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 

pages 
pages 



filed with the deniand» - 
received on widi the lencr of 
as originally filed, 
as amended (together with any statement) under Axticlc 19, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 

fded with the demand, 
received on with die letter of 



I I die sequence listing part of the dcscrqjiion; 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 
With regard to the language, aU the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under diis item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUowing language which is: 
Q the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I — I ihc language of publication of die international application (under Rule 483(b)). 

n the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelimihaiy examination (under Rules 55.2 
" — and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international appUcation, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I [ contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed togcdicr widi die international appiieadon in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to tfiis Authority in written form. 
[ I furnished sttbscqucndy to ihis Authority in computer readable form. 

n nie statement that the subsequenUy fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond die disclosure in the 
— international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The sDtement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 
thcclanns, Nos. 
I I the drawings, shccts/fig. 
n This report ha. been established as if (sonu: of) anKadnKnts had not bcca njadc. since Aey have been considered to 
^ BO beyond the disclosure as filed as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Ruk 70.2(c)). . 



gw w wjrv*^ — ' ' ^ 

reponc* 'originalfyfiM-andore not annexed to this report since Iheydo not contam amendments (Rules 70.16 <ma , 
Any rtplacemeni sheet contcMng such cmendmcnts must be referred to under item I end annexed to this report 
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rv. Lack of unity of invention 



In response to the invitation to restrict or fay additional fees the applicant has: 

I I resoicied the claims. 

I I paid additional fees. 

I I paid additional fees under protest 

[ I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 
68. 1 . not to invite the ^plicant to restria or pay additional fees. 



3. 



TTiis Authority considers that the retjuirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 



complied with. 

[3c| not con^lied with for dw following reasons: 
The separate groups of invention are: 

1 Claims 1-8 directed to a weapon having a plurality of barrel assemblies in a transportable pod 
whereby the barrels can be transported to and directed at a selected target. It is considered that ine 
feature of a plurality of barrel assemblies in a transportable, directable pod comprises a first special 
technical feature". 

2 Claims 9-1 1 directed to a weapon having a plurality ofbarrel assemblies in a transpoilable pod 
wherein the barrel assemblies can be selectively aligned with respect to each other so as to selectively 
vary the relative delivered positions of projectiles fired from different barrels at the target It is 
considered that the feature of the barrels being selectively aligned with respect to each other 
comprises a second "special technical feature". 

These croups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not teve any 
common inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept hntong 
■ together these groups of cUims is a weapon having a plurality ofbarrel assemblies in a tan^omble. 
directable pod. However this concept is not novel in the light of patent document AU 62790m by 
O'DWYER (see figure 2 for exanqple). 

Consequently the common concept or feature does not constinite "a special technical feature"' >^thin the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2. second sentence, since it makes no contiibution over the pnor art. Smce there 
exists no other common feanire that can be considered as a special technical f«t^c wiflun the me^mg of 
PcfRule 13.2. second sentence, no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 between the 
different invcnlions can be seen. Therefore, a posteriori, the claims do not sattsiy the requirement of unity ot 
invention- 

4. Cftnsequenriy. the following parts of the international application were the subject of international prelinrinaiy 

examination in establishing this report: 



[Xj all parts. 

j I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 

Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


9-11 


YES 




Claims 


1-8 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Qaims 




YES 




Claims 


J-11 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


Ml 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
-v^ this report: 

(i) AU 62790/94 ("0 GB 1594686 

(ii) DE 3643197 (iv) DE 4014192 

NnvgUvrN^ Claims 1-8 

Claims I 8- All of the features defined in each of these independent claims are explicitly disclosed in 
citation (i) For example, with reference to claim 1, the ciution discloses m figures 1-3 a 
weapon having a plurality of barrel assemblies of the type described arranged in a transportable 
pod whereby the barrels may be transported to and directed at a selected target 

Cbims 2-7: The minor features added by each of these claims are also explicitly disclosed in citation (i). 



Inventive Stgp flS^ Claims 1-1 1 



) 



Claims 1-8: see above. 

Notwithstanding the preceding conmient. citation (iii) when combined with citation (iv). as 
would be obvious to a relevant person skilled in the art. discloses all of the feahires defined m 
these claims. For example, the mobile missile launcher and guidance system disclosed in 
citation (iv) may include multiple-projectile barrel assemblies as disclosed ui citation (iii). 

Claim 9- The citations do not individually disclose all of the features of this claim, but ciution (i) when 

combined with citation (ii). as would be obvious to a relevant person skilled m the art. discloses 
all of the features defined in the claim. 

Claims 10-11- The features added by each of these claims to the invention of claim 9 merely amount to 
• common general knowledge and hence do not involve an inventive step. 
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VIL Certain defects i n the intematiooal application 

followingdefecis in the fotn, or contents of the international application have been noted: 



The 



^D,.Uf;9^a^Wallse use of die phrase "barrel assemblies of the type 
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(43) International Publication Date: 
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(21) International ApplicaUon Number: PCT/AUOaWig? 
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Published 

With international search report 



(54) Title: PROJECTILE FIRING APPARATUS 
(57) Abrtraa 

A weapon comprising a transportable pod having a plurality of 
barrel assemblies (10) of the type including a plurality of projectiles 
(H) arranged in-line within barrel (12). Each projectile (11) is 
associated with a discrete, selectively ignitablc propellant charge ( 1 3) 
for propelling each projectile (11) sequentially through the muzzle 
nf barrel (12). Each projectile (11) includes projectile body (22) 
/■^S which matter or obittB may be iransponcd. Pn^jpctues (11) are 
\^7tangcd with onilSld^Smmi.mjfi:^.^<> Prevent rearward 
mivcl of an ignited propellant charge, to tht mnmg pTopellant 
charge. The pod can include a direction control means for selectively 
vailing the relative alignment between barrel assembles (10) so as to 
selectively vary the relative delivered position of projectile (11) fired 
from different barrels (12). The weapon may be used for military 
^,Dr civilian applications. 
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